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Presidentôs Letter  
 

 

Seasonôs Greetings! 
 

 Now that all the ñhustle and bustleò of holiday shopping and activities has diminished I hope 

you have found some time to rest and refresh for the rest of the school year. The CEC Board 

wishes you a Happy New Year and hopes to see you at the 2010 CEC Conference at the Reed 

Center in Midwest City on Feb. 2 & 3. The Conference Committee chaired by Penny Cantley 

is putting the ñfinal touchesò on this yearôs conference, ñCelebrating Differencesò. We are 

pleased to have as our keynote speaker, Dr. Audrey Trainor from the University of Wisconsin. 

She will share her expertise in multicultural special education issues, transition planning, and 

parent, student, and teacher participation in special education. To keep you abreast of current 

legal issues in special education, Andrea Kunkel, attorney, will provide updates on Wednesday 

afternoon. We have great break-out sessions planned in the areas of autism, transition, 

behavior, RTI, methodologies and many more.  We will have many vendors displaying their 

newest products for special education programs and Iôm sure the ñjewelry ladyò (or ladies) will 

be there with the latest fashions. 
 

 We have been working hard on providing the best conference ever including baskets and great 

door prizes. I am pleased to announce that we will have two Awards ceremonies this year 

because of all the great nominations that you have submitted. They will be at the luncheon 

Tuesday and Wednesday so please plan to attend to honor these recipients and celebrate their 

achievements! 
 

   If you are planning on staying overnight please consider making our reservations at the 

Sheraton Midwest City connected to the Reed Center. On those cold February days you wonôt 

have to go outside to get to the conference. Special group raters are available for conference 

attendees. There is a deadline so donôt wait. 
 

 The Oklahoma CEC thanks the Oklahoma State Department of Education for co-sponsoring 

the conference and for providing personnel to present at break-out sessions. 
 

 New this year is the ability to register online by completing the registration form at 

www.oklahomacec.com.  If you are paying by Purchase Order, be sure to include this 

information on your registration form.  If you are paying for your own registration, you can 

either send a check or you can use Pay Pal. 
  

 Come and Celebrate Differences with us! 

Lynda White, OKCEC President  
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HOTEL RESERVATIONS 
Sheraton at the Reed Center  

 

www.starwoodhotels.com/sheraton/
midwestcity  

 

405/455-1800 or 800/325-3535 
 

Reservation Deadline is January 15 
Mention OKCEC for conference rates 

January 2010 
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Officers already elected for 2010 -2011 year include:  

 President:   Penny Cantley President -elect:  Alice Giacobbe 

 Treasurer:  Staci Vollmer (2 year position) Past President: : Lynda White 

Appointed positions include:  

 Parliamentarian:  Nancy Cline Membership Chair: Dr. Donna Kearns 

 CAN Coordinator: Polly Oliver Historian:  Andrea Boyd 

 Public Relations:  Amanda Yuen Webmaster:  Joyce Brandes 

 Student CEC Co -Advisors: Dr. Laura Bixler and Dr. Joyce Brandes 

 
 

Also visit the National CEC site at www.cec.sped.org to stay up to date 
on all the new Individuals with Disabilities Improvement Act (IDEIA) 

changes and sign up for the CEC Smart Briefs to be emailed to you weekly.  

Membership news  

 

Free CEC Membership ïRegister at Conference! 
Complete a membership application at Oklahomaôs CEC Conference and you  

might win a free one year  
 

The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) is the leading voice for special education.  Through the vision and 

dedication of its nearly 45,000 members, CEC sets the standard for high quality education for children and youth with 

disabilities.  The Council ensures the needs of children and youth with disabilities are met in educational legislation, establishes 

professional standards for the field, and develops initiatives to improve special education practice.  CEC is known as THE source 

for information, resources, and professional development for special educators.  Join the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) 

and share in the richness of the CEC experience. Get the training, resources, and peer-to-peer support you need to meet today's 

new challenges in special education with confidence and greater competence and make a difference for exceptional children. 

As a CEC member, some of your benefits include: 

CEC Publications 
Stay on the cutting edge with the high-impact, up-to-the-minute information you receive from CEC's member publications: 

TEACHING Exceptional Children ð actionable and useful articles to teach and administer programs for children with 

disabilities and/or who are gifted (6 issues per year). 

Exceptional Children ð original research on the education and development of children with exceptionalities in 

practical terms that you can bring into your classroom (4 issues per year). 

CEC Today ð member newsletter keeps you up-to-date on professional and legal developments (6 issues per year, 

online). 

Books, Media, and Training 
CEC's articles, books, videos, and CD-ROMS cover the entire agenda of social, legal, and educational issues of children with 

exceptionalities. Our resource catalog is crammed with resources and materials specifically for special educators. 

Professional Development   
CEC's continuing education programs, including the CEC Annual Convention & Expo, provide groundbreaking information, 

state-of-the-art resources, and new ways of reaching students. CEC also provides you with essential training programs,  

materials, planning, and continuing education opportunities.  Membership due can be paid in 3 monthly installments via credit 

card. 

 

MEMBERSHIP news  

 

The proposed slate of officers are posted on the OKCEC website.  Officers to be elected 

are:   Vice ð President, Secretary and Newsletter Editor .   

Nominations will also be taken from the floor during the annual  

business meeting on Tuesday, February 2  Let an officer know if you are interested in 

becoming a leader in this dynamic organization.  

SLATE OF Officers for OKcec  

2010 - 2011  

http://www.cec.sped.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Publications1
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Early Conference Check In  

Monday Evening 

6 P.M. to 7 P.M.   

In the Lobby of the Reed Center 
For those who arrive on Monday  

evening, you will be able to register early and 

pick up your  packet to avoid the rush on  

Tuesday morning.  

ANNUAL BUSINESS  

MEETING  
 

Annual Business Meeting Tuesday ñfollowing last 

session 
 

DIVISION MEETINGS  
Check Conference Program for time and place of 

Division Meetings  

 

 

ñShare our similarities, celebrate our differences.ò 

-M. Scott Peck 
The New Year has arrived and I hope each of you has taken the time to celebrate your accomplishments of the past year and set 

exciting goals for the New Year. February is just around the corner and we hope one of your goals is to join us in a Celebration of 

Differences at our 45th Annual Spring Conference.  We live in a diverse world full of many wonderful types of people and 

experiences. From a very early age, children recognize differences by exploring their environment, listening, and observing others. 

As educators working with students of all ages we have the opportunity to set positive examples for our students by valuing 

similarities and differences in all people. By encouraging and modeling appreciation of all people, we help teach our students to 

recognize                           

differences as strengths, not weaknesses. It is these differences and opportunities that have inspired our conference theme 

ñCelebrating Differencesò this year. 
 

We are excited to welcome Dr. Audrey Trainor who will provide valuable information on diversity issues including multicultural 

special education issues, family and student participation in special education, and English language learners identified with 

disabilities. We are also pleased to have Andrea Kunkel return to our conference and provide us with updates and insight into laws, 

court cases, policies, and the latest legislation updates. 
 

The conference committee has worked hard to include a wide range of topics relevant to all educators and related service providers. 

This years conference provides opportunities for you to learn about preschool through secondary in a wide variety of topics including 

Autism, Transition, Methodologies, Reading, Math, Co-teaching, RTI, Behavior, Assistive Technology, Partnerships with Families, 

and Policies and Procedures. Check out the TENTATIVE Conference at a Glance in this newsletter for specific sessions. Continue to 

look for updated information on the website at http://www.oklahomacec.com. 
 

Book your hotel! Sheraton Midwest City Hotel at the Reed Conference Center is offering a special rate for OKCEC conference 

attendees. Very elegant rooms with great amenities.  Reserve your room by January 15th to take advantage of the OKCEC group 

rate and help OKCEC negotiate great rates in the future. Call (405) 455-1800 to register for your hotel room at our conference hotel. 

Penny Cantley   

Conference Chair 

 

http://www.oklahomacec.com

